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ISA. XXVI. 15. 


Thou haſt increaſed the Nation, O Lord! thou haſt 
increaſed the Nation; thou art glorified. 


Ome expound theſe Words as a Judgment againſt - 
rael; Kbent thus apply them to Afſyria. But the 
Context directs us to take them for a Bleſſing ac- 

knowledg'd by Jrael, upon the Oyerthrow of the 
Enemies of the Church. Bk 
I wou'd not - overlook this Circumſtance, for it adds to 
our Joy, that God is none when he is Un 
France, as a Puniſhment of its barbarous Attempts agai 
the Reformed Intereſt. DO og 
In the Text you find | „ 
1. A Benefit acknowledg'd, viz. the Increaſe of the Nati- 
on. As the diminiſhing of a People is a Judgment, and oft 
threatned ; ſo the multiplying of, them is a promiſed Bleſs 
ling 5 Zech. 9. 8, They ſhall increaſe. Hereby a Nation be- 
comes ſtronger, wealthier, and more ſafe. All agree; that 


Land and Hands are the Strength of a Kingdom. Its re- 


corded for a Benefit, he increaſed his People greatly, and made 
them ſtronger than their Enemies, Pſal. 105. 114. 
2. This Benefit is aſcribed to God as the Author. Thou 

0 Lord, haft increaſed the Nation. It was his Work, and 


effected by his wonderful Providence. The Words are re- 


peated, not only to expreſs the Certainty, but alſo the Wen- 
derfulneſs of this Occurrence : It exprefſeth an admirin 
Senſe of the Greatneſs of the Mercy in its own Nature, a 
that the Methods of its Accompliſhment were amazing In- 
dications of the Hand of God : g. d. Thou Lord, thou only 
haſt done this; and that in ſach a ſignal manner, that all 
muſt aſcribe it to thy ſelf alone. rs age or 

3. The Glory redounding to God by this Benefit. Thou 
art glorified." By which two things are ſignified. 4 

t. The Glory of God 5 6 7 in the Greatneſs of this 
Work. His Perfections dic * forth, and n 

8 1 them 
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4 A Thankſgiving-Sermon, 
themſelves in effecting a thing ſo kind and difficult. This 


Work-ara-praiſe him; and upon it Men have Cauſe to ſpeak 
of his Power ,..to: make brown his mighty Aﬀs, and the 3 


Majeſty of his Kingdom, Pal. 145. 10, 11, 12. How glori- 


ous is he? who bowed Minds, 'over-ruled Meaſures, and 
ſucceeded Means, that all iſſue in ſo great and publick 2 
Mercy. This proclaims his Greatneſs, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſe. When I conſider the preſent Diſpenſations towards 
France and our Nation, God ſeems to exalt his Praiſe in the 
Accompliſhment of thoſe Words in Ezek. 17. 24. All ſpall 
know that I the Lord have brought down the high Tree, and 
exalted 27 low Tree; have dried up the green Tree, and made 
552 dry Tree to flouriſh. Ithe Lord have ſpoken, and J have 
4; © ' 
24%. The Tris as thus increaſed, wou'd ſubſerve the 
Glory of God, and contribute to his Honour. Things in 
certain. Proſpect are oft expreſs d as preſent; and therefore 
it's no Violence to theſe Words, to apply them to what was 
der Wards to be keen ine as an Effect of this Work: 
Thott art glorified, i. e. this Increaſe of us in its Nature tend; 
to thy Glory. Thy Intereſt will be mae thy Wor: 
ad ty Kngoo promoted, thy. glorious rpoſes effected, 
n 


nd thy Kingdom be more enlarged. For we who are thus 
inere SIE a People devoted to thee, bear thy Name, and 
are embark d in thy Intereſt ; and therefore thou ſhalt be 
ſerved by all this Acceſſion to our Strength and Number. 
This Day is appointed by her Majeſty to celebrate a Mer- 
cy of the fame kind. Our Nation is increaſed by the Unin 
7 England and Scotland, into one Kingdom, and we art 
come to offer our Thankſgivings to God for this Mercy, that 
he may now be glorified as the wonderful Author of it: Andi 7 , 
to ptelept our Supplications, that this Union may be impro Bu 
_ to his Glory, according to the Advantages given by i the 
for that pprpoſe- | | Na 
That may contribute my utmoſt in ſerving this ſo exce! din 
lent Neſign, I ſhall apply to the preſent Occaſion the Tan cy; 


CID Mos . en. 


as exp ained, which I ſhall reduce to theſe Heads. Ca 

I. Our Nation is increaſed by a great Acceſſion to ib 4 - 

Number. and Territory. 5 oa! 

II. This Increaſe is by an incorporating Union, whidM;. f 

_ -, > ſhau'd make us one in Affection. JOLIE | 

III. This bicorporating ee is upon eſſential Condit N wer 
Sͤlis freely ſtipulated 


y wo diftin& Independent Pit 
ties; and therefore to be kept inviolable. 1 
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IV. The Union thus made is in it ſelf a great Mercy, for 
which we mult be thankful. 3 R 
V. The Glory of God appears by this Union, as it's his 
wonderful Work, and therefore we ſhou'd exalt him. 
VI. This Union has a Tendency to glorify God hereaf- 
ter, and ought to be ſo improved. 1 125 
I. Our Nation is increaſed by a great Acceſſion to its Num. 
ber and Territory. This is true of Scotland, as will appear 
in the next Head, but principally it muſt be laid of England, 
into which Scotland is engrafted, and brings with it multi- 
tudes of People, and a great Country. The Addition is moſt 
properly made to ee in as much as its Repreſentatives 
in Dark one are far more numerous, and the Legiſlature 
is chiefly in our hands. All our Peers retain their Right to 
vote; nor are our Commons diminiſhed in Number, or the 
way of Election, or Voters in ſuch Elections alter d. We 
have the ſame Rights, only ſome former Peculiarities are 
now more common. England indeed quits its Name, as too 
narrow for its preſent Enlargement; and as leſs honoura- 
ble, becauſe of its far later Date, compar'd with Britain? 
| But it ſtill enjoys under this Engrafture, all the Expreſſions 
of true Greatneſs, and obtains the chief Determination of 


Government, and general Advantage of Britain.” 

II. The Increaſe is by an incorporating Union. The ways 
by which Nations be increaſed are various. Some are in- 
creas d by Conqueſt, but ble ſſed be our God, Scotland doth 
not augment us in that way, tho too many wickedly deſi- 
red it. A Nation is increaſed by receiving many Foreign- 
hat i ers to be Denizons, theſe become ſubject to the Nations 
Laws without any Compact on its part, or Reſerve on theirs. 
re But this reacheth not our Caſe as to the manner of Uniting z 
J tho wiſe Men think Exgland a Looſer by denying a general 
Naturalization, A Nation may increaſe by its own Fecun- 
dity; this is oft mention'd as a Bleſſing, Neh. 9. 23. Their 
Teng C1 dren mult ipliedit thou as the Stars of Heaven, But this is 
too flow to reach our Inſtance; nor wou'd it add to our 
Territories. People may be made one in ſome reſpects, by 
a Federal Union among diſtin& Governments, But that's 
only to ſome certain Purpoſes, and eaſily alter d. But ours 
s far more, yea it exceeds that Union between theſe two 
Kingdoms, as the ſame Princeſs ruled in both. For tho we 
were join'd in the ſame comune Head, and enjoy'd mutual- 

Haas | Fo 


thole many added Hands and Territories, for the ends of ; 


OY 
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ly the Benefit of Natives in ſundry Matters, yet we remain'd 
two diſtin Kingdoms, independent on each other. We 
were two People under diſtinct Parliaments, unaccountable 
for their reſpective Actings, tho ſometimes mutually help 
ful by a good Correſpondence. < 
But by this Incorporation, we are become* one People, 
one and the ſame Kingdom. We have the ſame Parlia 
ment as well as the fame Prince, and he as to both Nation 
ſuſta ins but one Perſon. We have the ſame Allies, the 
fame Friends and Foes. In War and Peace we are one Par. 
ty, and alike concerned. This Union is fitly expreſſed, 
Exel. 37.19, 22. They ſhall be one in my hand, I will make 
them one Nation, and one King ſhall be King to them all. May 
God prevent whatever can make the next words leſs appli: 
cable and predicting: And they ſhall be no more two Nations, 
* Hall they be divided into two Kingdoms any more a 


The Union being thus identifying, Scotland may truly 
glory in the Increaſe of its Numbers; for being thus in 
corporated, they have juſt reaſon to ſay, We are a People 
more Numerons, Rich and Mighty. All that was call 
England's, is ours for our Common Defence, Strength, 
Renown and Counſel. It's become as our Native Country, 
and we are inſtated in its Advantages with no Diſtinction 
from that People. We were one in Japhet, the Promik 
to whom we both partake of, in being Chriſtians. We 
are one Body by CompaR, either of which is more than 
being one originally in Gathel. 

Inf, How becoming and neceſſary is an nion of Hearts, 
with an impartial Concern for each others Welfare. 
The Nature of the Union calls for this, to avoid the 
Brand of Fpocrites; the good Purpoſes to be ſubſerv'd by 
it, makes this Temper neceſſary, unleſs we'll be eſteemed 
ſuch Fools as to defeat them; the vile things which are 
moſt likely to divide us, and excite Envy, are baſe Self} 
neſt and horrid Bigottry: But what Pretention can any 
make to Prudence or ' Chriſtianity ? Who dare indulge 
either of theſe Evils, to the Reproach of what they call 
Union; and to the Danger of what ſhould be cultivated 35 
ſuch. 1 wau'd call that envious Selfiſhneſs only fooliſh, if i 
were not more than Deviliſp; for you grudge the Weal of: 
Fellow-member, and fret at the Advantage of your owl 
Country; ſeeing the Wealth and Honour of every fingle Per: 


ſon, contributes to make Britain more Rich and ang 
hs \ 6 


- 
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ble, and every good-natur'd Subject will find his Account 


in the Common Good, while the Envious, to his own 3 15 
quarrels with God's Benificence, and his Brothers Rig t. 


As for Bigottry, | have already call'd it horrid, becauſe of 
its unreaſonable Grounds, and deſtructive Effects. But if 
this can alienate the Minds of our United Nation, it muſt 
be an irreligious Heat for what none but Knaves or Tdeots 

ill call Religion. We are the ſame in the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity; and of the Proteſtant Religion too. Men 
ſhall find that theſe contain all that can make them religi- 


- ous in God's Account: when both the Eftablif/d National 


Churches contain the Grounds of all true Chriſtian Love , 
other Regards or Diſlikes muſt proceed from carnal Intereſt, 
or baſe Inclinations. If God will form Mens Spirits to an- 
ſwer the preſent Providence, this Incorporating Union will 
put an end to Prejudices, diſpoſe to mutual Forbearance; 
and inſpire all with ſuch generous and wiſe Sentiments, as 
to regard the Intereſt of others, as what the common Weal 


is concerned in. We ſhall manage our ſelves worthy of 


this Union, if we treat one another as Members of the 
fame Body, Fellow-Citizens of the ſame Commonwealth and 
Country. Proteſtants greatly miſtake the Popyſh Strength, 
if we think we are now become too conſiderable to pra 

for that Bleſſing; Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and Juda 

ſhall not vex Ephraim; but they ſhall fly upon the Shoulders of 
the Philiſtines, they ſhall ſpoil them of the Eaſt together, 


Iſa. 11. 13, 14. 


III. This Incorporating Union is MH Eſſential Cunditi- 
ons, freely ſtipulated by two diſtinct independent Parties, and 
therefore to be. kept inviolable, It's not - my Pro- 
vince to diſpute how far the Repreſentatives of a People 
are impower'd to make ſome change in a Conſtitution 
an apparently Common Good; and thereby of procuring 
Advantages, ſo far beyond what they recede from, that 
the general Conſent of the People muſt after a little Ex- 
perience follow. The Matter of neareſt Conſequence is 
plain. Here's an Original fundamental Contract between 
the two Nations, upon which they coaleſce: Both recede 
from ſome things, reſerve ſome things, and grant ſome 
things, as Conditions of the Union. England and Scotland 
were independent Kingdoms, and abſolutely free to treat. 
No Claim is pretended, upon which Conſent on'either Side 
ſhou'd be forced to the os made; each _ at 
6 O + . UDLrty 
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bert y to accept or refuſe, as they found themſelves incl 
ned by Advantages or — — 5 — ; 15 
The Queen and the Parliament of England on the one 
Part; and the Queen and the Parliament of Scotland on the 
other Part (for her Majeſty ſuſtained two Perſons) ſolemn- 
ly reſtipulate the Conditions of the Union for themſelves, fa 
and their reſpective People. Theſe Conditions de jure are 7 
inviolable, and neither federating Party has Power over Ml « 
the other, to abate or alter them; yea, upon reducing the 
Parliament of Scotland, which conſiſted of their own Queen, Ml jv 
and the 7 Repreſentative of that Nation : The Conditions 
engaged to them are not alterable by the Parliament of ll « 
** Great Britain, without Diſſolving the Union founded there -B 
on. For as to their poſſeſſing of the ſtipulated Benefits, be 
their fixty one relerved Members are Guarantees, to ſee en 
the Conditions executed, and no way authoriz'd to alter Wl v 
them. And the Engliſh Part of the Parliament has no more tr 
Power over Scotland, than before the Union, except on ll 5: 
Suppoſition, that thoſe Conditions are obſerved. Scotland pt 
may claim Performance, or re-afſume its Conſtitution, in C 
bar to the Euglib Part of the Parliament; becauſe it Ml 
has no Authority over them, but what was granted th 
on the Conditions of the Contract; and the Reaſon lat 
why their reſerved fixty ane Members have no Power Wl w 
to alter thoſe Conditions, is this; They have no Right to or 
repreſent Scotland, or Rule it in any thing, but by that Con- pe 
tract wherein thoſe Conditions are eſtabliſhed, as ſuch, by th 
the Antient, Supreme, Entire Legiſlative Power of that WS! 
Kingdom, as well as by England. I grant, that ſaving R 
thoſe Conditions, All that was Scotland, is ſubject to the ye 
n and Parliament of Great Britain. But none can to 
imagine, that the Queen of Scotland put off that Perſon de 
(for its all one as if andther Princeſs, diſtin from her Ma- ro 
jeſty, had been Queen) and about three hundred Lords 
and Commons had excluded themſelves from a ftated Share 
in the Legiſlature, on ſtipulated Terms; and yet the Eng- 
bþ Parliament, with fixty one Members from Scotland, ſhall 
alter thoſe Terms, without any Legal Conſent of the for- 
mer, yea exprelly againſt their Conſent, and the moſt ſo- 
lemn Precautions. The Caſe had greatly differ'd, if the whole 
Parliament of Scotland had been continued, and join'd to 
our Engliſh Parliament: For if thoſe by themſelves, or 
not cver-vored by the'Engliſh, had made Alterations, the 
Scots Subjegts mult acquieſce, notwithſtanding the Words, 
. LIEN Fundamental 


Lun Bs 
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Weard the Sacredneſs of a ſolemn Treaty, 


Fundamental and Unalterable, for the Legiſlature had re- 
mained entire, and in this Contract had not covenanted with 
their own Subjects, but only for ten. 


Inf. They who repine at this Union, from a Concern for the 
ſafety of the Church of Scotland, are highly blameable, upleſs 
they had Ground for the hardeſt Thought 7 
and Wiſdom of England. | 

That Church has as great Security as Man can give, Un- 
juſt Force may violate the moſt Sacred Bonds, but without 
this, that Conſtitution is out of danger ; neither is there 
equal Probability of Violence as in former times: For a 
Britiſh Parliament muſt renounce the Revolution Principle, 
before they can conniveat it. They muſt Expoſe the Foundati- 


Will any future Prince, claiming by the Act of Succeſſion, 
Facobites to dethrone him; or for the gratifying of ſuch, 
Tie of Konder Can any Man thinks, thar Seer Fn 
where ſo very few of their Noble Peers are allowed to fit 

penſate the dangerous Effects of reſtoring Prelacy, againſt 


the Genius of that People, and the Securities given them? 
Should ſome of their Nobility and Gentry fret under the 


Reſtraints of tenden, or be bribed by ſecular Advantages; 


yet a great number will not ſo deſpiſe their own Eſtates, as 
to be pleaſed to find their Lands again waſted, and Tenants 
deſtroy d, by ſtruggles about Epiſcopacy and by the barba- 
rous Inſolencies which attended it heretofore. 


Preach'd May the 1ſt, 1707. 1 


the Fuftice, Truth | 


on of all our Civil Rights, whenever they encourage it. 
trample on Subjects Loyal from Principles, only to enable 
provoke ſo great a Body, who are not his Subjects if this 
Contract be diſſolved? If he ſhould defign Arbitrary Ga- 
lates will be admitted to Vote in a Brits ee 
or what other Service can be thought of, which ſhall com 


Again, few true Proteſtants are ſuch Bigots, as to diſre- 
or 10 


r diſputable 
things, to ſet Mens Conſciences free to defend their Rights, 


them to it, after others in t 
p Governours to irritate them by the violation of thoſe 
ights. 1 
Theſe Conſiderations may quiet well-meaning People, 
ind guard them againſt thoſe tormenting Fears, which ſuch 
is would impoſe on them ſtudiouſly create. If the Scorrfo 
hurch keep on good Terms with God, by abiding 12 
| a 1 


when they know ſuch as e 7 17K he 7 excite 
e ſame Velign had prompt- 


. 


1060 A Thankſgiving-Sermon, © 
ful, and exerciſe due Wiſdom and Moderation towards a: 
the change of their Conſtitution is in no great danger to hc 
attempted and if it ſhou'd, he who loveth Juſtice, and 
abhors Pe fidiouſneſs, is Judge of the whole Earth, Pla. 11 
5, 7. Exel. 17.16, 18. 58 . 

IV. The Union thus made, is in it ſelf a great Mercy, for which 
tis our Duty to be thankful. General and great Bleſſings re 
quire our Thanks, tho? others ſhou'd abuſe them to curſe 

- This Union is in it ſelf a Bleſſing, both to Ex 

and Scotland jointly; tis fo to each of them ſeverally 

and it has a far more general Aſpect. | 
1. It's a Mercy to Both Lands jointly. Peace is hereby 
made our common and laſting Bleſſing. Peace between 
two Nations, who for Ages waited one another; Rivers d 
Blood ha' been ſpilt in their Wars, and ſuch Wars commen- 
ced on {mall Occaſions, and were multiplied among then 
by their Vicinity. He that reads the Hiſtories of both Nati 
ons, ſhall find too much of this in the time of the Britain, 
Saxons, Danes, and after the Normans poſſeſs d our Coun: 
trey. . What fierce Struggles! By innumerable Battles and 
bloody Fights, they ſtill remain'd Inftruments of mutul 

_ Miſery and Deſolation. A review of thoſe Calamities ml 
p ighten our Praiſes to the Almighty for this Union, Hoy 
aft are the Reaches of Providence, which laid the firſt Stone 
of it, when King Henry the VII. matched the Elder Davy}: 
ter to Scotland, rather than Fance? This grew up into! 
temple of Peace, when King James the I. ſucceeded to th: 

Engliſh Crown, as Heir by that Marriage: But now is th! 
Top-ftone laid after no ſmall Shake ;, and when we were il 
danger of the return of former Miſchief Who can over 
look the Seaſorr of this Mercy? Both Kingdoms had lately 
an Aſpect, threatning War upon the firſt occaſion. St 
land too loudly prepared for it, and England was not too fy 
or backward: The wiſeſt cou'd ſee no medium between War 
and Union, and the laſt ſcarce poiſible to be accompliſhed: 
Yet then do's God appear and grants us this amazing Fr 
vour. He prevents the fatal Separation of the Kingdoms: 

He ſtops the War which had brought with it inconceivable 
Miſeries, whoever obtain'd the Victory: Yea, above * 
he more nearly unites them, and makes them incapable 0 
_ Wars, unleſs the one or the other becomes :nfatu 
red. | 

The Proteſtant Religion (our common Concern) receives 


by this Union an addition of Strength; and the Succeſſion 


the 


„ . 


* 2 
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the Crown, as by Law eſtabliſhed in England, is ſecured in 
all Her Majeſty's Dominions, and received into Scotland 
without thoſe Fetters on the Prince, which are inconſiſtent 
with a Monarchy, as happily limited as the Engliſh Liber- 
ties Uire. . FELT 

Both Nations are ſafer from the Attempts of foreign Ene- 
mies, and united Britain is greater in Strength, and Influ- 
ence abroad , by its nſuſpected Confidence in its ſelf. The 
Civil Government and the Liberties of the Subjects, find in this 
Union, a more effectual Preſervative. England has bid 
fair towards enſlaving Scotland, in ſeveral former Reigns, 
and very effectually accompliſhed it before the end of King 
James the Laſt, even to Military Execution, without any 
legal Proceſs. Scotland, when enſlaved, was fitted to brin 
us into the ſame Bondage (tho formerly ſaved by chem) 


Two and ron thouſand Soldiers were at once appoint 


to march, to what places the King directed, i. e. to Eng- 
land, whoſe Liberties were doomed to the lite Inſults, by 
Princes and Preachers too, and prevented by a meer Se- 
ries of Miracles. The like danger muſt return, whenever 
an aſpiring Prince govern'd us as Separate Kingdoms, Oh! 
What thanks are due to cur God, that hereafter we muſt - 
wn and loſe our Civil Rights, as One Body, and not be plaid 
as Tools of Slavery againſt each other. With the Liberty of 
the SubjeR, the legal Rights of the Monarchs are better ſecur'd 
againſt Republican Whims (no unfit Character as Britain is 
circumftantiated) and their Perſons more ſtrongly defended a- 
gainſt all Enenues,whilſt they deſtroy not the legal Conſtitu- 
tion : For it's paſt doubt with all, except the 1gnorant and 
malicious, that the Zeal of a Scotch Presbyteriam for our regu- 
lated Monarchy, is equal to that of the moſt Prelatical. Fi- 
nally, this Union enlarging the Body by a greater num- 
ber of godly Perſons, we may hope from their joint Prayers 
to reap many National Bleſſings. Further Marks of- the 
Divine Preſence, may be expected in Britain United; if 
not prevented by future Bacłſlidings. Theſe, theſe are to 
de feared, nothing is ſo certain to make this Signal Bleſſing 
to iſſue in a Fudgment upon the whole Iſland. „ 
2. The Union is a Mercy to each Nation ſeverally. Eng- 
land has no reaſon to de ſt it, for it ſhuts a back Door, at 

which Foreigners enere to diſtreſs this Land. Such oft 
prevailed alſo with the Scots, to divert us from great Enter- 
rizes Abroad, and at other times forc'd us to rerury to de- 
d our ſelves, when our Conqueſts were almoſt pon. 

| e 
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ed. How oft has Fance by a Scotiſh Invaſion prevented 
our Triumphs, and at laſt become capable, not only to v. 
cover What ſhe had loſt to us, but to wreft from us the large 
Provinces, to which we had the juſteſt Title. This Union 
in former Ages, had prevented the French Uſurpation, and 
kept her Monarchs innocent, who for want of it, have been 
ſo terrible to Europe. N 
FBy this Union our Dominions are enlarged ; and tho' Stu. 
land ſhare in the Benefit, yet its Strength is as an appenday 
to England : for as we have that great Superiority in Parlir 
ment, the diſpoſal of Men and Treafure will be chiefly in 
our hands, and our Influence proportionable. England i; 
agrangized by the ingrafture of a Nation, ſo famous for War- 
riors and Men of Senſe; and which is more, a People noted 
among Foreign Churches, for Purity of Religion, eminent 
for Glorious Martyrs, and for Men enjoying the moſt im 
mate Communion with God, and more of a prophetick Spi 
rit, than is known elſewhere in theſe later Apes. 
Scotland is not without its Benefit, and will partake o 
the fatneſs of that Tree, into which it is engrafted. It en. 


Joys a freedom of Trade in our Plantations, a Proſpect uf 


improving the Product of Art and Nature, and equal Right 
to ail Employs, which had been leſs a ſnare to the conſcien 
cious, and ſafer to the Church, had they exempted them: 
ſelves from that Engine of Profaneneſs, the Sacramental Teſ: 
To which I give this hard Title, becauſe multitudes own. 
ing their Umitneſß, yet rather than miſs an Employ, wil 
venture on the danger of receiving it. Some ! fear take it 
ainft their Conſcignces, and the greateſt Sticklers for it, 
eſign that the profaneſt ſhall enjoy the places, rather than 
en of tender Conſciences ſhall be admitted. Moreover, 
Scotland is guarded againſt ſome inteſtine Diviſions; the 
Cloud which hung over them about the Succeſſion is ſcatter'd, 
and their Populacehope to ſhare in the Englih Liberties. 
3. This Mercy extends beyond this Iſland of Great Br. 
tain. Ireland is ſafer from the bloody aſſaults of the Popilh 
Natives. Our Proteſtant Brethren in remoter Parts, will 
find us more able to defend them againſt papal Combinations 
and to relieve them from Violence: Oh, may France meet 
with the firſt Experiment! I hope practical Godlinels wil 
ain among our Plantations; and whatever greater things 
rovidence may deſign by his People, for the ruin of Au 
chrift. Unity among the Reform'd, or ſpreading his Go 
ſpe! in the Wortd, - Britain, as united, is more fitted to 
{ubſerve. | Exh. 


— 
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h. Be thankful and rejoyce with ſuitable Apprehenſi- 
Eo this Mercy. They are unfit to eſtimate Bleſlings 
who deſpiſe this as {mall ; ny are groſly ignorant, or Ene- 
mics to their Countrey and the Proteſtant.Religion, who 
tret at it as calamitous. If yon expound Ja. 9. 3. accord- 
ing to our Tranſlation, you'll find in other Apes the envi- 
ous Reſentments of ſuch common Bleſſings : Thou haft mul- 
tihliel the Nation, and not increaſed the Joy. Let us by a 
chearful Gratitude acquit our ſelves from ſuch baſe Returns 
to God, to the Queen, and the Inſtruments who contributed 
to it from honeſt Motives. The good and great Uſes which 
it naturally tends to ſerve, demand our preſent Joy : What- 
ever ill Purpoſes ſome Men may pervert it to, and however 
baſe the Springs of their Activity have been. Fa 
V. God's 225 appears in this Union as his wonderful Work, 
for which he is to be exalted, The Deſireableneſs of it ſeem- 
ingly engaged many Princes on this on + tho I doubt 
itlay at the heart of very few before King William (a Prince 
to whom theſe Lands are indebted for the Foundation of all 
that's valuable.) The effeQting thereof God reſerved for 
Her Majeſty, with other Marks of his peculiar Favour: But 
this Enterprize 17 7 attended with too great Difficulties, to 
be removed by Human Might and Wiſdom. Many were 
the Perſons concerned, when few had the publick Advan- 
tage ſo near them as their own. Separate Intereſts,” Preju- | 
dices, and oppoſite Parties wou'd omit no Contrivance, ei- 
ther to baffle or to ſpoil it for Continuance. Emulation, 
Pride, Jealouſy, Wrath, Revenge, Caovetouſneſs, and o- 
tier Laſts in ſuch a Tranſaction, wou'd be active. And 
the weak ( tho' honeſtly minded) muſt entertain with ſome 
diſorder a change ſo great, and unexperienced; but Divine 
Providence breaks thro” all Impediments, and ſerves its Pur- 
poſes by Mens Virtues and Vices too. God reſtrained ſome 
en, and ſpirited Lge and at laſt brought a ſufficient 
number (from very different Ends) to accompliſh this 
great Affair. _ | 1 


Inf. How exalted muſt God be in all our thoughts! Ado- 
ring Apprehenſions become this inſtance of his Glory. Let 
uswith Holy Reverence admire him, as the God of the Spi- 
rits of all Fleſh, Numb. 16. 22. The Governour amung the 
Nations, Pfal. 22. 28. He ſets the Bounds of the People 
Dent. 32. 8. And'flls their Tuntults, Plal, 65. 7. He is wiſe | 
in Counſel, and can diſpoſe that to be the firteft _ to 

| | effect 


In. We ſee what Britain ſhou'd pray for, and chiefly e. 


. der us neither more ſafe, nor more conſiderable. The li. 
tereſt of God among his Churches conſiſts in Purity of Do- 


proacheth, as this abates. What a Plague will that part d 
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effect the greateſt Affair, which to Man appears the chiefs Ml th 
Obſtacle. What an hoſtile Aſpect had the Scots Act of K. to 
curity, yet that's the moſt apparent Cauſe of this Union, Ml Li 


Sanctify him in your Hearts, who enlargeth the Nations and I. 


3 them again, Job 12. 23. | 
VI. This Union has a Tewdency to glorify God hereafter, w. 
and ought to be ſo improved. This Affair is too great to fail Ml fat 
of important Conſequences. God hereby affords great 

means to be improved for his Glory, in a general Reforms MW 
tion, and the Increaſe of the Power of Religion. If thel Ml th 
be neglected, he can ſoon diſſolve our Bonds: If this Unin M to 
be abuſed to wicked ends, he will vindicate his Honour, by Ml Di 
ſending an evil Spirit to divide the Nation, Judg. 9. 23. and Ml du 
«pm us irreconcileably perſue the Diſtruction of each o. 

far +. 


deavour, viz. that Go be glorified by the Uſe made of thi 
Union. Let him be glorified as a God of Love, by Union in 
Affection, notwithſtanding tolerable Differences in Mode 
and Sentiments. If this fail, divided exaſperated Heart 
will render an external Union uſeleſs and dangerous. Glo- 
rify God as a God of Truth and Juſtice, by keeping Cove 
nants. A Breach of a Treaty thus folemn, will brand the 
Authors for Perfidiouſneſs, and bring down the Puniſhment 
of this, and whatever of this kind is unrepented of, 
. Glorify God by promoting his Intereſt. This is the way to 
ſecure his ſpecial Preſence, which is a Kingdom's Shield and 
lory ; whereas if he depart, our United Strength will ren. 


ctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Converſation. No Mat 
is a Proteſtant, who denies that the Purity of each of thek 
is in proportion to its Conformity to the Rule of the Gv 
ſpel; for that's one of the chief Principles by which we are 
Kltibgnilbedd from Papiſts. If this Intereſt of God be pro 
ſtituted or neglected, the glorifying him is an wie 
Pretence, and we may juſtly look to be abandoned by him 
after all his Wonders. CER? 

Happy Britain, as this Purity increaſeth. Miſery ap 


the Nation be to the other! which ſhall infe& it by Errors 0 
in Doctrine, Superſtition in Worſhip, Remiſſneſs in Diſc- I. 

line, or ſcandalous Offences in Converſation ? What 3 £2 
Freſiing ſhall that part be ! which moſt ſucceeds in rendring or 
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he ether more ſound in the Faith, and more conformable 
to the Goſpel-Rule in Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Holineſs of 
Life, Herein the Nation will find the Ballance of its greateſt 
Loss or Gain by this Union. bot 2 : 

1 know the Corruption of humane Nature favoureth the 
worſt Attempts, and makes Declenſions from the Rule tobe 
far more probable. This will ſtrongly plead for Errors, 
pompous Formality, and Freedom from the Yoak of Chriſt. 
When the Factors for theſe are great and active: When 
the propoſed Bribes are Honour, Eſtates and Power, then 
to be determined by the naked Authority of Chriſt, requires 
Divine Aſſiſtance : For Fleſh and Blood will command In- 
dulgence beyond the utmoſt Oppolition of humane 
Power. | | | 

Exh. Therefore pray earneſtly for God's Afliftanc 
that you may be faithful and watchful in the Defence an 
Advancement of the Kingdem of his Son. There's need of 
Prayer, becauſe Diſcouragements will exceed your own 
Power ; tho not the Grace of Chriſt, which is all-ſufficient. 
Watchful Attention is neceſſary, that all Opportunities of 
Service may be taken, Temptations to Back-ſlidings ſoon 
diſcerned, and Apoſtacy may not gradually prevail, thro? 
Neglect of its firſt Beginnings. A forward Activeneſ⸗ 
for Chriſt is contained in our Baptiſmal Vow and Dedicati- 
on: The Bonds are repeated in every Approach to the Lord's 
Table. ' This begun the Reformation, and continued it againſt 
thoſe violent Attempts, which threatned the Extirpation 
of it in moſt Places: As the Spirit of the Reformers de- 
clines (which too ſadly appears in all the Churches) the Ene- 
mies of true Religion may hope to prevent its deſcending 
to. Poſterity, notwithſtanding - all-God's Appearance-for- it 
hitherto. Great Britain will ſoon become little and miſe- 
table, if beſides thoſe who ſit down with their Gettings by 
this Union; many others become ſo ſecure by it, as to grow 
ee about the Concern of Chriſt, as Head of the 

urch. Dn 3 

When any are tempted to this Layodicean Frame; they 
have Reaſon. to conſider, that Satan and his Agents will 
ap- be always reſtleſs to undermine Religion, as their Abhor- 
tof rence: The Lord Jeſus has committed his Intereſts as a 
ots Cruſt to his People in every Age, both for Trial of their 
{- Oy and to put on them the Honour of ſerving his glo- 
t a Irious Deſigns in this World yea alſo to make them meet ; 
ing Nor an Eternal Crown, when he will be aſhamed” of every 
the | Apoſtate, 


P 
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Apoſtate, and be a Terror to them, as Objects of his ſor 
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Indignation. Muſt it not alſo occur to the Thouphy 
of _ if they prove falſe to their Redeemer ? Hy 
can we behold the Faces of our faithful and zealous Anceſtors 
Hoy can we account to our own miſerable Pofterity? wha 
we {ink into Blindneſs and Irreligion, by not tranſmitti 
to them thoſe Advantages for Salvation which we receive 
Moreover, God is ſtill able by external Judgments to mi 
thoſe Families, who violate his Bonds, and account his! 
tereſt too deſpicable or dangerous for their Concern. M 
theſe Conſiderations awaken a Zeal for the glorifying 
God in ſuch Inſtances as he will account fo, from his den 
ted Ser vants. May this Zeal be managed regularly, 
cording to Mens Stations, under the Direction of G0 
Laws, and of Man's too, as far as they are Subordina 
* s Zeal extend to all wherein the Kingdom of 0 
edeemer conſiſts, and not to Trifles or things tolerah 
This is the Zeal I moſt cheriſh by a faithful Warning, 
be altagether ſilent. | 
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